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USAA is proud to be the 

Preferred Provider 

of Insurance and Financial Services 
to The American Legion 





USAA Auto Insurance. 
Cherished from generation 
to generation. 



USAA Auto Insurance is often passed down from generation 
to generation like a family heirloom. 

At USAA, our commitment to serve the financial needs of military members, veterans who have 
honorably served and their families is without equal. In fact, families regard USAA Auto Insurance 
so highly, 95% of USAA members plan to remain with USAA for life. 1 



Begin your legacy. Get a quote. 



Insurance Banking Investments Retirement Advice We know what it means to serve? 

USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its insurance, banking, investment and other companies. USAA products are available only in those jurisdictions 
where USAA is authorized to sell them. 

^ased on the 2011 Member Communications Trend Survey. Use of the term "member" or "membership" does not convey any eligibility rights for auto and property insurance products, or legal or 
ownership rights in USAA. Ownership rights are limited to eligible policyholders of United Services Automobile Association. The term "honorably served" applies to officers and enlisted personnel 
who served on active duty, in the Selected Reserve or National Guard and have a discharge type of "Honorable." Eligibility may change based on factors such as marital status, rank or military 
status. Contact us to update your records. Adult children of USAA members are eligible to purchase auto or property insurance if their eligible parent purchases USAA auto or property insurance. 
Automobile insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance 
Company, and USAA County Mutual Insurance Company, San Antonio, TX, and is available only to persons eligible for P&C group membership. The American Legion receives financial support from 
USAA forthis sponsorship. ©2013 USAA. 139071-0813 



1-877-699-2654 | usaa.com/legion 
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TO HONOR YOUR SERVICE TO COUNTRY 



U.S. MILITARY WAR VETERAN J 

BIRTHSTONE RINGS « 

Featuring the Official War Medal & Ribbon, War Memorial, Your Service Emblem & Personal Birthstones or Diamonds 



DESERT STORM IRAQ 

Shown with Air Force Shown with Marine Corps 

and Aquamarine and Rubies 



WORLD WAR II 

Shown with Navy 
and Sapphires 



KOREAN SERVICE 

ShoW n with C npcf duarrl 



YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO WEAR THIS EXCLUSIVE WAR VETERAN SERVICE RING TO HONOR YOUR PLACE IN HISTORY. 



The top of the ring features your choice of Official Service Emhlem, 
cast in solid 10KT Gold and mounted on a brilliant Capstone. 
Eight of your personal hirthstones are set on the inner rim surrounding 
the capstone. The name of your Service Branch, in hold golden 
lettering appears on the outer ring, along with two additional 
hirthstones. The sides of the rings are sculptures of your War Medal 
& Rihhon in official enamel colors and the War Memorial or 
additional Service Emhlem. 



“Thank you” priced at a remarkably low $239* (f Optional genuine 
Diamond rings are $389*.) An affordable payment plan is available. 
See order form for details. Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you may 
return your ring within 30 days for replacement or refund — 
no questions asked. So, order yours today! 



W e proudly present our Official United 

States Military War Veteran Service Rings as 
powerful reminders of the bravery and sacrifice 
made by so many who served during these terrible conflicts. 



Each ring is custom-crafted in New England by 
America’s finest maker of Military, Fraternal and 
championship sports rings, in a combination of solid 10KT Gold and 
Sterling Silver richly detailed in 24KT antiqued Gold. 

As a permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring will he 
engraved with your initials and year dates of service on 
the smooth inner hand. Our rings are never hollowed out! 



CHOICE OF BIRTHSTONE: Names refer to color. Stones simulated for consistent size and color. Optional genuine Diamonds available: Eight 1/2 PT (inner bezel) and Iwo 3 PT (outer bezel). 
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GARNET 


AMETHYST 


AQUAMARINE 


ZIRCON 


EMERALD 


ALEXANDRITE 


RUBY 


PERIDOT 


SAPPHIRE 


ROSE ZIRCON 


GOLDEN SAPPHIRE 


BLUE ZIRCON 



RFASTEST SERVICE CALLTC 

Monday - Friday 9 am - 5pm EST. 



Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Rings, Two Radnor Corporate 

□ YES. I wish to order an exclusive War Veteran Ring, with my Service 
Emblem, personal birthstones, initials and year dates of service. 

□ WWII □ Korean Service □ Vietnam Service 

□ Desert Storm □ Iraq □ Afghanistan (not shown) 

Service Branch: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps 

□ Coast Guard Not shown: □ Merchant Marine □ Navy Seal □ Seabee 

Initials Desired (3): Service Yrs: to 

Ring Size: (Use ring sizer below or consult jeweler) Birthstone Mo. (1): 



Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in 4 monthly installments of $59.75* 
each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We cannot ship to p.o. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name 



Address . 
City 



_State_ 



□ I prefer all Diamonds for an extra $ 1 50* added to my first payment. 



□ I AM AN HONOR RECIPIENT. Please include my Medal & Rihhon on 
my ring: □ Purple Heart □ Bronze Star □ Silver Star 
NOTE: A copy of your DD21 4 or other authorizing document must be sent with your order. Thank You. 



Phone # (_ 



Email 
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RING SIZE GUIDE 

CUT THIS OUT CAREFULLY 

USE AS SHOWN ON FINGER 



Signature 

t Diamond Birthstones add $150.00* to first payment. 

* Plus $14.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling. 

PA residents add 6% state sales tax. 

© ICM 2011-13 These rings have been registered with the United $tates Copyright Office as sculpture. 
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FOR MORE FINE MILITARY RINGS & WATCHES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM 











Beyond All Expectations 

Legionnaires were lauded for their 
generosity, and the government 
was chastised over sequestration, 
at the 95th National Convention in 
Houston. 



Thanksgiving in Grenada 

The now-prosperous island nation 
remembers the U.S. invasion that 
freed it from a communist takeover. 



By Keith Nightingale 



How to End a War 

America's exit from Vietnam should 
not be our template in Afghanistan. 
By George J. Veith 

At Attention for JFK 

The commander of the 1963 Marine 
Corps Silent Drill Platoon will never 
forget his days guarding the 
president's casket. By Henry Howard 

Cover photo: Corbis 



Vet Voice 
Commander’s 
Message 
I Am The 
American Legion 
Big Issues 
Living Well 
Veterans Update 
Rapid Fire 
Comrades 
Parting Shots 



The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published 
monthly by The American Legion for its 2.4 million members. These wartime veterans, working through 
14,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; 
strong national security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; 
community service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 
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ROAD 

WARRIORS 

Chris Boyd of St. James, Mo., 
welcomes Legacy Run riders as 
they arrive at the Missouri Veterans 
Home on Aug. 18. See more coverage of 
The American Legion Legacy Run online. 

www.legion.org/riders 

Photo by Amy C. Elliott 






NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA 



YOU ARE 
NOT ALONE 
IN THIS FIGHT. 









TURN TO A JBHjM 
FELLOW VETERAN. 



As former Marines and sailors, we served 
together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my 
firm and I will fight for you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide for 
more than two decades. We've helped veterans 
understand their rights — and secured millions 
for their families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience and commitment of 
a shipmate who served with you. Contact 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 
no-obligation consultation. 









m 





Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 

Attorney at Law 



$30 Billion 

FROM U.S. COMPENSATION 
TRUST FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
VETERANS WHO QUALIFY 



Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 

TO DETERMINE YOUR ELIGIBILITY. 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 021 14 • Web: www.coadylaw.com 



C DADY 



1 

J 



LAW 



FIRM 




DR® RAPIDFIRE™ LOG SPUTTER 




WORLD’S' 
FASTEST 
SPLITTER! 

Slice through logs in under 
two seconds... up to six times faster 
than ordinary log splitters. We’ve replaced 
hydraulics with two hefty cast iron flywheels 
that generate massive splitting force. « 
Split dense hard- 
woods up to 30" 
in diameter. 



1>YEAR 

TRIAL 



Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 



TOLL-FREE 



800 - 456-3154 

DRLogsplitters.com 




While You Ride! 



The DR® LEAF and LAWN VACUUM 
turns your riding mower into a 
powerful yard clean-up machine! 

VACUUMS leaves, grass clippings, and other 
debris from your lawn using an incredible 85 mph 
suction force! 

SHREDS most everything it vacuums. 

Reduces the volume of debris significantly. 

CHIPS fallen tree branches and prunings 
up to 2" thick with a built-in chipper. 

Walk-Behind P 

Models 1*TEAR 

Available! ITRIAL 



Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

TOLL-FREE 

800 - 456-3154 

DRLeafvac.com 
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HOW TO CONTACT US 

For assistance with membership record verification, 
membership applications, change of address, 
notification of member death or changes to magazine 
or Dispatch subscriptions, contact customer service. 
CUSTOMER (317)860-3111 
service cs@legion.org 

The American Legion 
Data Services 
P.O.Box 1954 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

For change of address by mail, attach old address 
label, provide new address and membership number. 



NATIONAL ( 317 ) 630-1200 
headquarters 700 N. Pennsylvania St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 
AMERICAN LEGION P.O. BOX 1 055 

magazine Indianapolis, IN 46206 
email magazine@legion.org 
telephone (317)630-1298 
website www.legion.org 
subscriptions Free with membership 
Non-members: $15 
Foreign: $21 

Post-sponsored and widows: $6 
Single copies: $3.50 



MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Veterans who served at least one day of active military duty 
during wartime, or are serving now, are potentially eligible 
for membership in The American Legion. Members must 
have been honorably discharged or still serving honorably. 



ELIGIBILITY 
DATES OF 
MILITARY 
SERVICE 



TO JOIN 



Aug 2, 1990 - current 
Dec. 20,1989 -Jan. 31, 1990 
Aug. 24, 1982 -July 31, 1984 
Feb. 28,1 961 - May 7, 1975 
June 25, 1950 -Jan. 31, 1955 
Dec. 7, 1941 - Dec. 31, 1946 
April 6, 1917 -Nov 11, 1918 
(Merchant Marines who served 
from Dec. 7, 1941 to Dec. 31, 1946, 
are also eligible.) 

Membership Division 
ia@legion.org 
(317) 630-1321 
www.legion.org 



PROGRAM CONTACT INFORMATION 
VETERANS AFFAIRS (202)861-2700 
& rehabilitation var@legion.org 
ECONOMIC 202.861.2700 



FAMILY SUPPORT 
NETWORK 
CITIZENS FLAG 
ALLIANCE 

LEGION RIDERS 
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SHOOTING SPORTS 
NATIONAL 
ORATORICAL CONTEST 
USAA 
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econ@legion.org 
(800) 504-4098 
familysupport@legion.org 
(317) 630-1384 
cfa@cfa-inc.org 
www.legion.org/flag 
(317) 630-1265 
www.legion.org/riders 
legionriders@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
baseball@legion.org 
www.legion.org/baseball 
(317) 630-1207 

boysstate-nation@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
juniorshooting@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
oratorical@legion.org 
(877) 699-2654 
www.usaa.com/legion 
(202) 263-2993 

www.legion.org/security/blood 
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AMERICAN LEGION MERCHANDISE 
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AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY 

AMERICAN LEGION (317)569-4500 

auxiliary www.legion.org/auxiliary 
SONS OF THE (31 7) 630-1200 
American legion www.legion.org/sons 



M VET VOICE 



'The Siege of Khe Sanh' 

The article by John Prados (September) 
was very interesting, as I spent eight months 
at Khe Sanh and the surrounding hills with 
the 3rd Battalion, 26th Marines. During the 
Tet Offensive, I was attached to India 
Company and spent 103 days on Hill 881S. 

This article brought out numbers of which 
we troops weren't aware. All we knew was 
that we had to hold the hill. As a wireman/ 
radio operator, I found out from radar aircraft 
that we were surrounded by thousands of 
North Vietnamese Army soldiers. We listened 
on the radio the night Lang Vei was overrun. 

Also, Hill 861 had to fight the NVA in its 
trenches one night, and we supported them with our mortars. 

Those were some harrowing days. Thank you for such a great article. I was in 
the picture with Chaplain Ray Stubbe, second from the left. 

- Jerry Higgins , Fayetteville ; Ga. 




John Prados maintains that 
the primary strategic motivation 
for the allied effort at Khe Sanh 
was to anchor the westernmost 
sector of a sophisticated system 
of defenses just below the DMZ. 
This thesis ignores most cred- 
ible accounts of the overriding 
reason to reinforce and defend 
the Marine combat base, 
including Gen. William West- 
moreland’s explanation of the 
rationale for the decision. His 
overarching strategy for pros- 
ecuting the war was combat 
attrition, the only viable strat- 
egy he could employ given 
political and military con- 
straints. Rather than a reaction 
to intelligence information 
centered on defense of a strate- 
gic asset, the NVA’s planned 
assault on Khe Sanh represent- 
ed a golden opportunity for 
Westmoreland to destroy enemy 
units as never before. The fact 
that the Khe Sanh base was of 
negligible strategic importance 
other than to draw the enemy 
into a vulnerable posture was 
underscored by the decision to 
abandon the base a few months 
after the battle. 

- Greg Sanders, Cambria, Calif. 



'Hot Dogs and Higgins Boats' 

What a thrill to see the article 
about Jerry Strahan and the 
restoration of PT-305 (Septem- 
ber). I was in New Orleans last 
year and was lucky enough to 
get the cook’s tour. My father, 

Lt. Bruce D. Burleigh, was the 
squadron surgeon for Ron 22 
and would have been on all the 
boats. He’d be proud to know he 
will live on in the museum. 

PT-305’s companion, PT-309, 
is preserved in the National 
Museum of the Pacific War in 
Fredericksburg, Texas. Who 
would have imagined that two 
boats from the same squadron 
would survive for 70 years to be 
seen by museum visitors? 

-Andy Burleigh, Greer, S.C. 

In December 1952, a crew of 
66 men and officers assembled 
to man a new construction in 
New Orleans. MSO 439, USS 
Excel, was commissioned in 
February 1953 out of the 
Higgins shipyard. We rode that 
beauty through the Panama 
Canal to Long Beach, Calif., and 
on to Sasebo, Japan, Hong Kong 
and Korea. Never a leak. 

- Ray Hartman, Anaheim, Calif. 
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